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Dear Friends

When I was approaching retirement a colleague who had retired a few years 
previously told me “Being a retired minister is great you can be a Locum – a 
position that allows you to do all the good things in ministry but without all 
the meetings”. I must admit the “meetings” in both my Charges were never 
bad things I was blessed with great Kirk Sessions and wonderful Session 
Clerks throughout my years of full time Ministry – only once did I ever come 
home from a Session and regretted I am teetotal! Even that occasion though 
gave me an opportunity as I made a point of being particularly nice and 
attentive to the Elder who had attacked me or rather a decision I had been 
forced to make.

Midstrathearn is my third attempt at being a Locum following sick leave 
cover and vacancy coverage. I have to say I am enjoying this third go just as 
much as the last two although I have noted that I seem to still attend Session 
meetings not that that is a bad thing and as I no longer Moderate them the 
pressure is most definitely off. I would certainly not say what a Locum once 
told me when I was Interim Moderator. I rang him to invite him to the next 
Session as there was an important decision to be made that would affect him, 
his response was basically that he would wish to decline the invitation only 
not in so many words.

I enjoy being a Locum I enjoy meeting and getting to know new people 
getting to conduct worship in different churches and hopefully come to 
understand their way of doing things. 

I have noticed that people are more reluctant to ring a Locum than they 
would be a full time minister, often because they say ‘I did not want to bother 
you’ well whatever else a Locum is for he or she is there to be bothered 
please do not hesitate to ring me (my number is given elsewhere in this 
publication)  or tell me at the Chuch door you or someone else wants a visit. 
Not living in the Parishes means I am cut off from the usual casual chats in 
the community that used to keep me informed of what was going on.

I look forward to serving you and hopefully helping God with his work in 
Midstrathearn for as long as is necessary.  God Bless you all.

Bob Milne

Locum Minister.



4

 

Sunday Services
At the moment we are holding one church service each week. 

 We rotate round our church buildings, a different church each week - service 
time is 11.00 am

Information on where our church services will be held and when can be 
found on our website

www.midstrathearnchurch.org

Services for Holy Week

Sunday 10th April    -  Palm Sunday Service  -  Madderty Church - 11.00 am

Thursday 14th April -  Maundy Service (with Communion) -  Fowlis Wester 
     Church   - 7.00 pm

Friday 15th April      -  Good Friday Service   -  Gask Church       -   7.00 pm

Sunday 17th April    -  Easter Sunday Service  - Monzie Church -   11.00 am

http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
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COMMUNION IN MID STRATHEARN 2022
For information on when we are holding any Communion Services please 
refer to our website - www.midstrathearnchurch.org

Come if you’d like to, come if you’re able to and come as you are to share the 
Lord’s Supper with other Christians in Strathearn when you can.

Whatever your denomination, or none, all are welcome.

Super Adults 

The annual Super Adults Outing will take place on 13th July this year. At the 
time of writing the form it will take has not been decided but will probably 
follow the pattern that has been established over the last two years and has 
proved popular, namely an afternoon tea. So please put that date in your diary 
and we will come back with more information once the plans have been 
firmed up. We look forward to seeing you then.
 

David Cameron  (01764 683264)

http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
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Weddings 

 Fowlis Wester Church  2021        

Saturday 17th July                     James O'Mahoney-Magee to Samantha Auld

Saturday 21st August                 Ben Reeve to Eleanor Whitaker

Saturday 11th September           Ross McIntyre to Carly Stevenson

Friday 31st December                Iain MacAulay  to Sophie Macrae

Funerals

  Mr John Laing                         August 2021

  Ms Pamella Roberts    August 2021

  Mrs Moira Browne                   October 2021

  Mr Rowdy Yates                       February 2022

  Mr George Florence                 February 2022
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Perth Presbytery Mission Plan – Interim Report 
(February 2022)

At the Perth Presbytery meeting on Saturday 12th February, we received the 
first draft of the new Presbytery Mission Plan, outlining the projected number 
of ministries within the Presbytery in the coming years.

Every Presbytery in Scotland is currently involved in drawing up their own 
plans.  Taking into account dwindling congregations and reserves, the Church 
of Scotland at its General Assembly in 2021 agreed to reduce the number of 
ministries to 600  overall; for Perth Presbytery, this means that our present 26 
ministries need to be reduced to 16.5.

The Planning and Development Committee of Presbytery has had the 
unenviable task of producing its draft plan.  They consulted with every Kirk 
Session beforehand, and this draft plan is focussed on mission and mission 
outreach. There is not a single church or parish within the bounds of the 
Presbytery of Perth which will not be affected by the Mission Plan; the next 
stage in the Committee’s work is to meet personally with every Kirk Session, 
to explain their reasoning and to answer questions and listen to concerns.  
After this consultation, a further document will be presented, and it is hoped 
to have agreement on the Mission Plan by the time of the September meeting 
of Presbytery.

The plan is currently on our website (www.midstrathearnchurch.org),  and we 
would encourage people to read it all, including the preamble before the 
recommendations, carefully and prayerfully.   Change is inevitable, but there 
are also exciting opportunities presented as we move forward and work more 
closely with our Christian neighbours, to proclaim the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, and work for His Kingdom.

Marjorie Clark, 
Interim Moderator

http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
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Mid Strathearn Church Guild

After a meeting in the Autumn we decided to delay meeting this year as,with 
Covid, and the age of many of our members, it was felt unsafe.We hope that 
by October all will have settled down and we can plan a new syllabus.

Heather Moir.

Church Recordings during Lockdown and Beyond.

I have been semi-self isolating during the whole Covid period, due partly 
because of extreme disability with arthritis in both knees and then to recover 
after  each total knee replacements.

Huge thanks to Osla Guest who visited just about every day with the 
newspaper and chat, doing shopping with a smile.

I found the recordings of services a vital lifeline which kept me in touch with 
the church and to which I looked forward each week.

Sincere thanks must go to Alec Haddow for his expertise, turning up in a 
different church each week to record the services. It was lovely being able to 
see inside the  church, hear the service and join in the singing. What 
commitment he showed!

Thank you Alec.

Special thanks should also be given to Sheena Crawford who interpreted the 
Covid regulations and measured out the churches in order that we complied 
with the rules. Also her team of helpers who kept our churches clean and safe 
for us to use, took our details and sanitised our hands.  All this done with 
cheerful smiles.

Thank you Sheena and team.

Heather Moir
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Church Guild Partner Projects 2022

Home for Good 
Home for Good are a Christian charity who are passionate about finding a 
home for every child who needs one.  They work to inspire people to think ab 
out fostering and adoption.   This project will allow Home for Good to reach 
all parts of Scotland and will also enable them to build their network of 
volunteers.

Pioneers  
Chocolate Heaven is a small chocolate kitchen on a beautiful island in South 
East Asia.  Pioneers UK is partnering with Chocolate Heaven to help raise 
awareness of their work, to encourage people to support them in prayer and 
to enable them to improve and expand the business and bring blessing and 
hope to the workers, their families and the local community.

Starchild  
This project will address the challenge of stigma and the myths related to 
intellectual and physical disability in Uganda.  Starchild aims to build a 
holistic centre called the Sunflower Sanctuary.  This centre will offer support, 
training and guiadance to the most marginalised and help to prevent future 
generations of disabled people from being hidden in their communities.

Blether with Beat  
There are thousands of people across Scotland living with an eating disorder, 
and thousands more supporting someone they know.  The project will help 
develop a network of embassadors.  Those who have lived through the illness 
will share their personal experience in local communities and help others 
recognise the signs of eating disorders and understand how they can support 
those struggling to get the treatment they deserve.  This work brings the 
message of hope that people can and do recover from eating disorders.

UNIDA - Hear our Voice!
Unida - which means ‘together’ in Portuguese - is at the forefront of 
pioneering education that is transforming the lives of young Brazilians.  The 
project will empower young women through theological education and aims 
to provide 3,000 students from low income backgrounds especially women 
and Afro-Brazilians with educational opportunities at affordable prices.  They 
will also be supported with mentoring so that they can take leadership roles in 
local communities. 
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Vine Trust 
Kanzunu Village of Hope.  The Vine Trust is an international development 
charity which enables volunteers to provide medical, home-building and care 
support to communities living in severe poverty in Tanzania.  Our project will 
help develop a multi-faceted and sustainable village on the southern side of 
Lake Victoria supporting vulnerable children by providing homes to families.  
It will enrich the life of the village through the development of a community 
hub, a primary school, health post and vocational training centre.   

Heather Moir.

Harvest Thanksgiving Service Drumphin Farm. 3rd October 
2021

We bought our ‘starter pack’ of 14, mainly native, in-calf Aberdeen Angus 
heifers & a native bull in 2002. For several years we kept all the heifer calves 
to grow the herd. By 2005, we had too many to house over the Winter: so Jo 
& Nick went to Yorkshire & bought the steel frame of a large, old garage! 
They then spent many weekends adjusting the steel roof so that it fitted 
together. Then Ian Ralston dug & concreted the foundations & erected the 
barn as it is now.

Our cattle are housed from the end of October until the end of April because 
the grass barely grows over this period & the ground becomes very soggy. 
After the cattle go out to the fresh grass the last week in April, the barn is 
“mucked out” thoroughly. Then we use it to store machinery out of the 
weather, over the Summer.

So before the service, Jo removed all the tractors, mower, bailer, combine 
etc.It was time to do this anyway & get the other machinery ready for Winter. 
Then young Joe & I set to work to sweep the last of the Summer dust out 
thoroughly which took about 5 hours!

We then set up & decorated the Barn. Bob Milne, our delightful locum 
minister, had given us the outline of our service which would include talks by 
3 of our worship leaders. (Bob himself - Spring Sowing, Tim Carmichael -
Summer, David Cameron - Autumn & Judith James  - Winter.)

I made a back cloth & arranged a little podium for each season. Ann Buchan 
from Gask, brought wonderful, decorative items for each seasonal display, 
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many of which she had made herself. David Cameron provided a trailer load 
of small bales which he set in small groups apart, for the congregation to sit 
on. (The Barn is well-ventilated as it’s much more suitable for the primary 
use of over-wintering cattle indoors that way.) We then arranged some of our 
own big, round straw bales in a corner to make a little room for the children 
to enjoy harvest activities, without being too noisy! Another big thank you 
goes to Bessie Lyall who provided & oversaw “Messy Harvest Church”.

Archie MacIntyre organised the music to accompany the hymns.

Alec Haddow sound & videoed the service for those who could not attend in 
person. We all appreciate that it takes Alec most of Sunday afternoon to 
prepare the recording for the website for viewers. It was wonderful that the 
physically less-able managed to drive right in to the Barn & thus had an easy 
walk to a bale!

Our garden picnic table & chairs served as an adequate alter & pews for Bob 
& the worship leaders. Jo had welded a simple iron cross to stand on the 
table.

We had a collection at the door for CATH amounted to £216.00.

Altogether, despite the dark clouds overhead, it stayed dry for the service. 
The efforts of so many people, especially Sheena Crawford, our session clerk 
who organised & co-ordinated it, & the excellent attendance of adults & 
children, made the service a great success.

Osla Guest
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Madderty

Unfortunately, Madderty S.W.I. closed for various reasons.  After 96 years 
our members were quite sad, we couldn’t keep going to reach our 100th 
birthday,  but it wasn’t to be.

We all felt we didn’t want to lose touch, after much discussion it was decided 
to start a Madderty Ladies and Friends Social Group, which is going very 
well.

The Social Group is now to be opened to Ladies and Gentlemen in the 
Community who would like to join us, you would be made very welcome.

We meet in Madderty Hall the last Tuesday of the month 2-4pm, we have 
talks demonstrations, and an outing is planned for the Summer.

For more information, please contact – Janet Gilchrist. Tel No. 07972185761.

Isobel Robertson.
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Cafe Church – Sunday 30th January 2022

On the 5th Sunday in January we held a Cafe Church in Fowlis Wester Hall.  
Cafe Church is church with a difference.  Seated round tables with a cup of 
tea/coffee and a biscuit, we enjoy worship.  It is still a service – we sang 
hymns, said prayers , heard a talk. Just as we would do in a church building 
but it is very relaxed.  

Our Interim – Moderator, Marjorie Clark led worship at our Cafe Church and 
the theme was ‘Friendship’. Members of our congregation took part by 
saying prayers, doing readings and giving a children’s talk. Our social 
committee helped serve the tea/coffee throughout the service.  Everyone who 
came along enjoyed this service very much and we plan to have Cafe Church 
again in Mid Strathearn.  Thanks to everyone who made this a success on the 
day! 

All information on our church services can be found on our website http://
www.midstrathearnchurch.org

Sheena Crawford
Session Clerk

http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
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Gask Church Hall 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at Gask

Mid-Strathearn Kirk and Findo Gask Community Association have combined 
to plan to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee in the manner in which the Queen 
has encouraged – by planting trees.  There will be four mature Rowan trees 
and 30 whips of mixed variety including some more rowan, but also cherry 
and silver birch. The whips have been supplied free by the Woodland Trust.  
After some discussion with, amongst others, Ronnie Mackie, the plan is to 
plant the four mature rowans at the end of the car park, which will require 
removing some sucker growth but no good existing trees.  The four rowan 
trees have been purchased, using Community Association funds – augmented 
by the collection following the Christmas carol service when hot chocolate, 
mince pies and mulled wine were served to those who attended and others.  
They should arrive in March, as should the whips.  Hopefully by then the 
scrub trees will have been removed, courtesy of some Association volunteers, 
and it is planned to have some form of occasion for planting the trees, 
including as many young as possible, but until we know when they will 
arrive. The whips are to be planted up the far side of the grass area, hopefully 
creating a more pleasant view than the current gorse.  Post and wire guards 
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have been donated for the four mature trees and the whips come with their 
own guards – but they will need better protection as both roe and red deer 
habituate the environs of the hall at present.  

Why the Rowan in particular – well that is because Gask has a particular 
connection with the well known song Oh! Rowan Tree, which was composed 
by Carolina Oliphant, Lady Nairne (1766-1845) who lived at Gask House.  
The opening verse being:

Oh! Rowan Tree Oh! Rowan Tree!
Thou'lt aye be dear to me,
Entwined thou art wi mony ties,
O' hame and infancy.
Thy leaves were aye the first o' spring,
Thy flow'rs the simmer's pride;
There was nae sic a bonny tree
In a' the countrieside

With luck our four trees will be bonny additions to Gask Hall, which has 
somewhat of a bare look to it – although that helps with the maintenance.    
In continuing the tradition, we have had assistance from Sue Jardine 
Patterson DL, a bit of a tree expert, and Andrew is assisting with the guards 
for them.  

There is no certain plan as yet for a formal ceremony, that remains to be 
arranged and should involve both the Kirk as land owner and the more local 
community. Currently the CommunityAssociation are also hoping to organise 
a tea party on the Jubilee weekend, with a provision date for Sunday 5th June 
– when it is also hoped to mark the planting of the rowan trees with music 
and poetry though that is all still some way in the future.

Jamie Findlay

An African Canticle (for Sandy)

All you big things bless the Lord
Mount Kilimanjaro and Lake Victoria
The Rift Valley and the Serengeti Plain
Fat baobabs and shady mango trees
All eucalyptus and tamarind trees
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Bless the Lord
And extol him for ever and ever
All you tiny things bless the Lord
Busy black ants and hopping fleas
Wriggling tadpoles and mosquito larvae
Flying locusts and water drops
Pollen dust and Tsetse flies
Millet seed and dried dagaa
Bless the Lord
Praise and extol him for ever

Judith James

A Message from Kenya

We followed this lorry along a winding road in the Highlands of Kenya.  The 
truckers love to send messages on their lorries and this seemed to be a 
comforting message – and one which we would not see driving in the UK!  I 
do not know what he was actually carrying or selling, but I hope it lived up to 
the message.

Judith James
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OBITUARIES

George Florence, aged 82 years, died on 18th February 2022 after a long 
illness.  A faithful servant of the Kirk and an elder for 32 years. A full tribute 
will appear in the next issue of the magazine.

Archie R.MacIntyre

John Laing (1932-2021)
John Alexander Laing, an only child, was born in Edinburgh and brought up 
in Davidson’s Mains. He attended Daniel Stewarts leaving school in 1950 to 
work for Edinburgh City Council before undertaking his two years National 
Service in the RAF as a Sergeant Air Gunner in 207 Squadron. John had met 
Marion Wallace through the church and they married in 1952. Their son, 
Angus, was born in 1965. 
From 1953 John followed a career in the insurance business, starting in 
Edinburgh, moving to Glasgow and then on being offered, in 1963, the 
choice of posts between Dundee or Johannesburg, moved to South Africa. 
They lived there until the late 1980s when they moved back to Scotland, to 
Crieff. Following Marion’s death in the late 1990s John asked Mary Rowland 
to marry him in 1999 and they lived in Perth until his death.
John was intensely loyal to causes he believed in or cared for, such as the 
camaraderie he experienced while serving in the RAF. He formed strong and 
lasting friendships throughout his life and although perhaps appearing 
reserved in his later life he was always noticing the humour there is in life 
and people’s kindness. 
John had a long and faithful life in the service of his Lord and Master. In the 
early 2000s, with Reverend Sandy Bonar suffering increasingly ill-health, he 
came to Fowlis Wester to assist.  He became an active member of the 
church’s prayer group, constantly reminding them that ‘prayer demands 
action’. John joined our Kirk Session and was part of our subsequent 
evolution in 2018 to become the parish of Mid Strathearn following 
amalgamation with Gask.
He was a firm advocate for a minimum of accoutrements and ornaments, both 
in his personal life and when advocating for only one building for our united 
parish. He saw the church as a place of worship not as a museum. In 2020, 
John initiated taking the ‘moon photos’ plus a piece of MacBean tartan, 
which had been displayed in Fowlis Wester since being donated, to be valued 
on the Antiques’ Roadshow. He felt their financial value was greater to the 
church in its mission than their presence in a vestry for the amusement of 
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visitors. John was not an overt revolutionary but was certainly progressive in 
many of his attitudes; he wanted to avoid what he termed Idol worship as 
much as he wanted to avoid idle worship, a play on words he enjoyed and 
also one which was succinct and challenging. 
In his family life - in his life with Mary whether when travelling abroad or at 
home in Perthshire, having had to come to terms with the death his first wife, 
John was so very proud of his son’s achievements and of his grandchildren, 
Catriona and Fraser. John donated his body to medical research as a matter of 
principle, which was typical of the man.
Personally, I will remember John for his quietly straightening me out at the 
rear of the kirk on many an occasion before taking a service, having more 
than just an amused smile on his face due to my tie being crooked or pocket 
flaps being inside and just not being metaphorically up to standard for a man 
who never lost his, he always saw the positive and always was supportive. 
TJOC

Pamella Roberts’ (1940-2021) eulogy given on 2 September 2021 by Lord 
McInnes of Kilwinning CBE

‘When Pamella gave anyone a commission it was normally with very precise 
instructions. Without such instruction I stand before you with a degree of 
trepidation. I can now hear a sigh and a “get on with it.” 

‘Over the last two weeks I know Pamella’s family have been overwhelmed 
by the number of people who have wished to share their own memories of 
her. Words used to describe her have included: loyal, thoughtful, kind, 
immaculate, stylish, old school ‘But more than any other the phrase that has 
been used about Pamella was that she was ‘a character’ and given time 
constraints today that is what I will focus this tribute on. 

‘Pamella had two speeds, 100mph and sleep. There was nothing in between. 
Her involvement in politics, the church, sewing and the rural life of the 
village that she loved, ensured there was no quiet retirement for Pamella. 

‘In all these organisations and causes, she was a prime organiser and force of 
nature. Pamella told me that she worked out very early on that the key role at 
any gathering was that of the raffle ticket seller and Pamella was the Queen 
of Raffle ticket sellers. As always with Pamella though it was a clever 
strategic move. She could keep busy, speak to everyone and ensure most 
importantly she missed nothing. Truly politics with a large and small p. 
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‘For Pamella, politics with a large P was very much the calling of her life. 
Working for the Tory Party followed successful careers in fashion and 
insurance after years as a Party volunteer in the South West. Pamella’s 
organisational ability and ability to get people to part with time and money 
for the cause were legendary. She took huge pride in so many of us she had 
‘trained’ had gone on to careers in the Party and elected office. 

‘Pamella’s other great strength was her determination to prove her point on 
the rare occasion when you made the mistake of disagreeing with her. 
Resistance really was futile. Pamella was always going to win. You knew you 
had crossed a line when firstly an eyebrow was raised, the second sign was a 
‘Really?’, at that point you might think you had won the argument and finish 
the conversation, but for Pamella her campaign would only be beginning, 
notes, calls, emails and, in their day, heavily underlined faxes would then 
flow. Within a couple of days, we would all realise that Pamella had been 
right and why had we ever thought differently. It was this gritty determination 
that allowed her to stay so active when ill health intruded over the last few 
years. 

‘Originally from the NE of England, Pamella loved living in Devon, and then 
Lancashire, but it was to Scotland she always wanted to end up. Her love of 
the scenery, her garden, rural life and people made Drumphin the perfect 
place to be. I think she would have been quietly satisfied to have left this 
world in her armchair in the cottage that gave her so much happiness. 
‘I began with a list of adjectives people have used to describe Pamella. When 
Ruth Davidson heard about Pamella’s passing she sent a three-word text 
“Pamella was magnificent”. That seems to me a very fitting message on 
which to end to end this tribute.’

Elizabeth Strathairn, (1926-2021) 

Elizabeth, better known to her friends as Judy, loved Fowlis Wester Kirk.  

Judy was born in Blairgowrie. After school, she studied languages at 
Edinburgh University but this was cut short by WW2 when she joined the 
WRNS (the Wrens). In 1945, she met her future husband, Hubert Strathairn, 
at a dance thrown by Blairgowrie friends and they were soon on their way to 
what was then Malaya, where Hubert was a member of the Colonial 
Police. The shortness of their engagement and promptness of their going 
overseas after their wedding was due to the then Colonial Office 
requiringhim back in the British colony of Malaya (now Malaysia) with his 
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new wife as soon as possible, with a state of emergency being declared in 
mid 1948.

They returned to Crieff in 1960 where she immersed herself in home and 
garden, and then filled her days in various voluntary roles - Secretary to 
Strathearn branch of the Pony Club, Chairman of Abbeyfield, Chairman of 
the local Conservative Branch and working for Samaritans in Perth. 

She and Hubert moved their lines to Fowlis Wester in the early 1970s.  
Worshipping with friends of old meant much to her as did the beauty of 
Fowlis - the light through the windows, the flowers and the unchanging ways.

Judy died peacefully at home near Aberfeldy, on April 17, 2021, aged 95.
 

*****

The Lost Valley
[On tidying out her father, Sandy Tod’s, affairs Jenny Tod – resident of 
Fowlis Wester, found this almost prayer almost poem by him of a world all 
around us if we’ll but take the time to listen]
To those country-folk it was completely natural that the first priority each 
morning was a call to worship and thank God for yet another day.
We left the stream of traffic on the main road and turned left up a narrow 
side road, which led through trees into a side valley. It was a relief to change 
mental gear as the road twisted to follow the riverside into unknown country 
ahead. I'd seen it on the map: one of those thin barely discernible yellow 
lines on a smallish scale map of Switzerland and Austria, so feint that it 
suggested rather than indicated that there might be a through route over some 
lesser known Alpine pass. It was evening, and we hoped we might find a 
guesthouse or "Zimmer Frei". As so often happens in mountain areas the 
road climbed through a steep section of the valley where the river plunged 
and foamed through a gorge and came out onto a pastoral upper valley; a 
flower dotted meadow of peace and tranquillity with a mountain village a 
short distance ahead. We had been driving all day, and the small, spotlessly 
clean hotel was an added bonus we had hardly dared to hope for.
The view from our bedroom window was superb by any standards. Our 
valley ran fairly straight for some miles to some truly majestic alpine peaks; 
not the close domineering sort, rather those of slightly lesser height but still 
retaining an ethereal grandeur to stretch the imagination. After a pleasant 
meal we walked by starlit meadows and enjoyed deep lungfuls of magic 
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mountain air. This was a true Alpine village. No holiday crowds to mar the 
peace: not many locals about either. They were early bed-ders in those 
parts.... and early risers too.
I woke early as the sunrise began playing its early morning tune on the crest 
of a jagged peak a few miles away. The music of silence can awaken 
unplumbed depths of one’s perception, and it was with a thrill that my ears 
caught the first discordant but most beautiful echo of cowbells on a far 
hillside as the beasts began to forage for their dew-laden breakfast A deep 
peace settled over me as I lay and listened to that first movement of the daily 
concerto of the Alps.
I could have dozed off, but suddenly another instrument joined the morning 
orchestra.  Far away over the meadows in a little amphitheatre on the side of 
the mountains a chapel bell started to toll out its vibrant message. I was out 
of bed in a trice, leaning out of the window. There are moments in life when 
beauty and strong feelings go infinitely beyond one’s comprehension ... 
when the body one knows is left behind, and one’s very soul gets caught up 
in the wonder of the moment. Our valley rose steadily toward the distant 
high Alps, dotted here and there by little groups of human habitation, some 
in the valley bottom, others high up the sides of the valley. I could count 
nearly a dozen church spires. And as I watched and wondered, that chapel 
bell of the mountains was joined by another, then another and yet others, 
until the whole valley was proclaiming that most ancient of messages, that 
God is all around us, always has been and always will be, if we will but 
allow ourselves to find those lost valleys of perception hidden deep within 
our being.
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Help for Hedgehogs

Hello, I’m a volunteer at 2 local rescues and a Hedgehog Champion with the 
British Hedgehog Preservation Society/Peoples’ Trust for Endangered 
Species. 
How long is it since you last saw a hedgehog? The UK has lost a third of its 
population since 2000, and their numbers are declining as fast as tigers in the 
wild. They are now officially classed as vulnerable to extinction in the 
IUCN’s Red List for British Mammals. There are many reasons and it's sad to 
think that, for future generations, such a fate would make this lovely, prickly 
God’s creature only a character in storybooks. Here are some simple tips to 
help them.

1. Link your garden with a Hedgehog Highway. Hedgehogs travel 
between1-2 km a night searching for food and a mate. Leaving a small gap in 
your fence the size of a CD case will let hedgehogs through but be too small 
for pets. BHPT/PTES sell snazzy little recyclable Hedgehog Highway signs, 
for a few pounds. Ask your neighbours to do the same!

2.  Create a wild corner in your garden so they can snuffle around for insects.

3.  Tidy up netting and litter which can trap hedgehogs due to their spines. 
Even rubber bands dropped by the postie can become embedded in their skin, 
causing a slow, painful death.

4.  Put out food and water. You can supplement their diet with wet dog or cat 
food (preferably not fish based). No bread, milk or mealworms, which are all 
extremely bad for them. For those who are into simple DIY you can make a 
feeding station to stop other animals having a free supper - details on the 
BHPS website/YouTube

5.  Stop using chemicals especially slug pellets. Hedgehogs are a gardener’s 
best friend as they eat slugs as well as many other beasties which would 
otherwise be devouring your prize flowers and vegetables

6.  Check before mowing or strimming. Hedgehogs often sleep in long grass 
or hedges during daytime and won't run away if they hear a mower, resulting 
in horrific injuries or death. Use gloves to move a single hog to safety. If 
there's a family, call the BHPS for advice on 01584 890801, the SSPCA on 
0300 999 999 or Google to find your local Hedgehog Rescue.
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7.  Be careful with bonfires or simply burning leaves. Piles of debris are 
irresistible to a hedgehog looking for somewhere to hibernate or nest – build 
it on the day of burning to avoid a tragic end, or if you have to build it before 
then check carefully with a pole or broom, not a spade or fork. They are 
usually in the centre.

8.  Make a home for hedgehogs. A log pile is one of the best features for 
encouraging all kinds of wildlife, and easy to make. It will encourage insects 
and provide nesting opportunities all year around. Alternatively, you can 
make your own hedgehog house – download instructions from the BHPS 
website.

9.  Keep an eye out for hedgehogs when driving at night, & let it get over the 
road safely if you see one. If you see it too late try to steer so it will pass 
under the middle of the car where it is least likely to be harmed.

10.  Make your pond safe. Hedgehogs are adept swimmers but if they can’t 
climb out of steep-sided ponds or pools they will drown. Use a pile of 
large stones or piece of wood to create a simple ramp.

11.  Record hedgehog sightings, including dead ones, on The Big Hedgehog 
Map website. This is important in building up a picture of where they are 
most active & how we can encourage local populations. A hedgehog seen 
during the day is usually in need of help & you should contact one of the 
organisations above. 

If you’d like to do more, you can become a Hedgehog Champion by 
registering on the Hedgehog Street website, where you can find lots of 
resources to make your gardens, neighbourhood and Parish, hedgehog-
friendly zones.

Moira Grant
Falkirk

*****
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Dates for your Diary - Provisional 
  
Details of venues and times will be placed on our church website 
(www.midstrathearnchurch.org) 

Saturday 7th May	 -  Country Walk     
               
Sunday 5th June		 -  after church service  -  Tea/coffee with Jubilee Cake

Wednesday 13th July  -  Superadults Afternoon Tea  - Madderty Hall  

Sunday 24th July	 -  BBQ with family fun  

Saturday 24th August	 -  Coffee Morning                

Mid Strathearn Website

www.midstrathearnchurch.org

We are always looking to keep the website up to date so if you have any 
updates or news please send it to Colin Crawford by email -
webmaster@midstrathearnchurch.org

http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
mailto:webmaster@midstrathearnchurch.org
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